George's Perspective
Nursing Theorists and Their Work (2nd ed.) presents an introduction to the analysis of nursing theories and then describes the four categories of nursing theory: art and science of humanistic nursing, interpersonal relationships, systems, and energy fields. This text provides a partial reflection of the status of the development of nursing knowledge. The uncertainties with which those interested in theory development in nursing continue to deal are represented in the preface and throughout the book. Although the title refers to nurse theorists, the preface and chapterdiscussions indicate that many of the works reviewed were not intended to be theories and that others are labeled as models rather than theories. Such inconsistencies in the development of nursing theory contribute to the difficulties in compiling a text whose purpose is identified as a tribute to nursing theorists. One of the difficulties is exemplified by an initial description of the authors whose works are included as major thinkers in nursing and a later description of them as scholars rather than theorists. Such difficulties have contributed to inconsistencies throughout the book.
To avoid confusion, authors of the works included as theories or models will be referred to as theorists. The focus here will be solely on the status of the works included as theories, the book's introduction to theory, the book's usefulness as a reference source for bibliography and biography, the classification of the theories, the contributors to the text, and ~he discussion of the theories.
Although the title implies that all of the works that are included are theories, the preface indicates that this is not the case (Chinn and Jacobs, 1987) . For example, paradigm is defined as &dquo;a conceptual diagram&dquo; following Watson (1979 (Meleis, 1985, p. 
